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You Bought the House... Now What?
5 Things Coming Next

Buying your first home is exciting—but many renters wonder: “What
comes next?” Homeownership may seem complicated at first, but
understanding what to expect can make the transition smooth and stress-
free.

1. Monthly Responsibilities

After you buy, your mortgage payment covers
more than just the house itself:
e Principal & interest - your loan
payment that helps you build equity
o Taxes - property taxes that support
your community
e Insurance - protecting your home from
unexpected events
Unlike renting, part of your payment now
works for you, not your landlord.

2. Maintenance and Upkeep



Owning a home means responsibility for repairs and maintenance. This
can include:

» Routine upkeep (lawn care, HVAC checks, cleaning gutters)

e Unexpected repairs (appliances, plumbing, roof)
Budgeting for maintenance is key—but many homeowners find the costs
manageable when planned for.

3. Stability and Control

As a homeowner, you gain:
o Stability in monthly payments
(especially with a fixed-rate mortgage)
e Freedom to renovate or decorate as
you choose
e Predictability compared to annual rent
increases
You also start building equity, which can
grow over time.

4. Tax Benefits

Homeownership may offer tax advantages, such as:

e Mortgage interest deductions

e Property tax deductions
These can make owning more financially attractive than renting over
time.

5. Long-Term Benefits



Beyond the financial aspects, homeownership often provides:
e Asense of pride and accomplishment
e Aplace to customize and call your own
o A foundation for building wealth over the years

Even small steps toward ownership can have lasting benefits.

# Thinking about buying but unsure what life looks like after the
keys are yours?

| can walk you through exactly what to expect, including budgeting,
responsibilities, and long-term benefits—no pressure, no obligation.

Understanding what comes next turns uncertainty into confidence.

R. If you have questions or want to explore your options, feel free
to reach out anytime.

Until next month,
Kevin Kopke

Check out my website at
kevinkopkefwrealtor.com
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